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bravery of this description which evoked, time after time, from Lord Roberts
unstinted recognition. There has deen hardly during the last sixty years a
British war in which the Indian soldier has not taken an honourable part,
whether as an armed man or whether merely as a dooly-bearer or bhisti,
as in the late Boer War. In the words of Lord Tennyson:

Their's not to make reply,

Their's not to reason why,

Their's but to do and die.

These memorable words were written in connection with the famous
Charge of the Light Brigade, but we venture to think that they apply
equally to the Indian Sepoy.

Indian Opinion, 18-6-1904

173. AN APPEAL TO THE NATAL CONTEMPORARIES

We make no apology for reverting to the question of suicides among
the indentured Indians in Natal, which we raised in our issue of the 4th
instant.1 We feel sorry that, with the exception of The Natal Mercury, the
other dailies have not taken the matter up, which is purely and simply one
of humanity in which they, as public journals, cannot but be interested. Our
desire in asking for a commission is simply to elicit the truth, and we cannot
help feeling that even the employers themselves, if they would look at the
matter dispassionately, should welcome the appointment of a commission
of enquiry. If an impartial commission comes to the conclusion that they
(the employers) are in no way responsible for the terrible number of
suicides that are committed annually among the indentured Indians^ it
would be a great relief to them and to the public generally. If, on the other
hand, there is anything that they can do which would prevent the unnatural
mortality, it would be an advance in the right direction as well for them-
selves as for the unfortunate men who are working under indenture. This is
not a subject which, in a British Colony, can be dismissed with a few lines
of lame explanation betraying an attitude of hopelessness. We have not the
slightest doubt that there must be a remedy for the evil, if only it is sought
after earnestly and in the right spirit. We, therefore, hope that our contem-
poraries will strengthen our humble efforts in the search after truth.

Indian Opinion, 18-6-1904

VUe "Indentured Indians", 4^6-1904,